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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, 

INCLUDING POSTAGE TO 
Entered at Stationers’ Hall. ANY ADDRESS, EITHER 

AT HOME oR ABROAD, 3S. 





SOME COTGREAVE LIBRARY AIDS. 


A FEW TESTIMONIALS. 


Che Indicator. 


*“Liprary CONSTRUCTION, ARCHITECTURE, FITTINGS, AND FURNITURE.” 
By F. J. BURGOYNE. 


“The Cotgreave Indicator is that in use in the majority of the British Free Libraries.” 





‘* THE SCOTSMAN.”’ 


“ All the London Free Public Libraries which use indicators, except one, have adopted 
the Cotgreave System, which has been found to Work well.”’+ 


N.B.—See also “Greater London,” by E. Walford. M.A., F.S.A. (page 360); ‘‘Methods of 
Social Reform,” by Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, M.A., F.R.S., LL.D.; “ Public Libraries,” 


by 
. Greenwood, F.R.G.S.; &c., &c. 


As a matter of fact it will be found in about nine-tenths of the Libraries using Indicators. 
Over 350 Institutions are now using it. 
Recently adopted at the Birmingham, Cologne, and many other Libraries. 


+ Sixty-two Public Libraries in London and the Metropotitan area are using it 


Che Simplex Shelf Supports 


The Shelves can be raised or lowered by one person without moving or disarranging a single 
book, and in half the time required by any other system. No space is lost ; no mechanism to get 
jammed, or otherwise out of order, or nip the fingers; no danger to Bindings by projecting metal 
or wooden fittings: no tilting of shelves. The Fittings are entirely out of sight when the Books 
are in position, unless more space is allowed between the shelves than is generally required 
While No. | is perhaps best for very heavy books, No. 2 is quite safe for ordinary books, and is 
cheaper and more readily fitted. Two-thirds of the woodwork required with other designs is 
saved, while the cost of joinery is greatly reduced. It can be fitted to iron stacks 


Che Contents-Subiject Index 


TO GENERAL AND PERIODICAL LITERATURE 
Large Post 8vo., Cloth, Gilt (750 pp.), 10s. 6d 








A limited number will be supplied to Library Assistants at 3s. 6d. 
ACADEMY.“ We consider that the author has done a great service to literary workers 
students,” 


WESTMINSTER REVIEW.“ It has been left to Mr. Cotgreave to compile a work which 
supplies precisely the information required by the general reader.” 


an 


SATURDAY REVIEW. “It represents a vast amount of work, and will be prized by students 
of current literature.” 


PUBLIC OPINION. “ We nave nothing but praise for this work.” 
BOOKMAN.-“ Such a work as this is of inestimable value to librarians.” 
SCHOOL GUARDIAN. --* This is a very valuable book of reference.” 


Views and Memoranda of Public Libraries (several hundred illus- 
trations). Subscription price 7/6, when published 10/6 net. 





Full particulars of the above and also of other Library Aids sent upon 
application to the 


LIBRARY AIDS CO., 


166a, Romford Road, Stratford, London, E 
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Che Cibrary Assistant: 


The Official Organ of the Library Assistants’ Association. 





MAY, 1902. Published Monthly 





THE LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 
FounpEp 1895. SEVENTH SESSION. Year 1901-1902. 


Members are requested to read carefully the announcements 
appearing on this and the following pages, as no further intimation 
of meetings and other arrangements may be expected. 


MAY MEETING. 

The next Ordinary Meeting will be held by the kind tnvi- 
tation of Mr. W. A. Taytor, Librarian of the St. Giles’ Public 
Library, in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, 197, High 
Holborn, W.C., on Wednesday, May 7th., at 7.30. p.m., when 
Mr. R. A. Peddie will address the meeting. 

The chair will be taken by Mr. Councillor A. Moressy 
Wuire, chairman of the Holborn Public Libraries Committee. 

Light refreshments will be provided. 

The meeting place being fairly central, a good attendance of 
members and friends is specially requested. 

At this meeting two members will be elected to audit th 
accounts of the Library Assistants’ Association. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 

The Seventh Annual Meeting will be held by the kind per- 
mission of Mr. J. Y. W. MacAtister, F.S.A., at 20 Hanover 
Square, at 8 p.m., on June 18th, next. 

All nominations for Officers and Committee, and all notices 
of motion and proposed amendments to the Rules of the 
Association, must be made in writing to the Hon. Sec., pro. tem., 
on or before May 15th, in order that they may be sent out with 
the Annual Report in the June No. of the Assistant. 

Nominations for Chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, 


ten London, and ten non-London Members of Committee may be 
made by any Member. 
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APRIL MEETING. 


The April Meeting of the L.A.A. was held in the Poplar 
Public Library at the kind invitation of Mr. Rowlatt, the 
Chief Librarian. The subject for the evening was a paper con- 
tributed by Mr. W. B. Thorne (St. Bride Institute) entitled 
Printing for Librarians. 

Mr. Rowlatt being voted to the chair, after a few preliminary 
words of welcome, called upon Mr. Thorne to read his pap 


which showed evidence of much careful and thoughtful prepara- 


t 
tion. All the essential points in the arrangement of Ms. f the 
printer were thoroughly dealt with in a very practic 
In the discussion which followed, Mr. Rowlatt explain S 
method of preparing Ms., and advocated, where a good | ter 
is employed and the ms. has been caretully prepared, t se of 
first proofs in page form. This, he said, saves much tt nd 


labour both to the printer and librarian, but where « stant 


| 
additions are inserted as the catalogue is in progress, it Is 


yor 
> 


tunately not possible. Myr. Baxter’s interesting st 





corrections should be made in red and black ink by th 

seems to overcome to some extent the difficulties of 
charges. The following members also contributed some o 
and practical remarks to the debate: Messrs. Rees, Sop | 
Hatcher and Harris. 

Mr. Harris proposed and Mr. Law seconded, that yest 
thanks be given Mr. Thorne for his interesting paper. Mr: 
Thorne suitably replied. 

A vote of thanks was then proposed by Mr. Rees, th KING 
Mr. Rowlatt for his kind reception, and was carried with 
acclamation. 

A pleasant evening was brought to a close by the 
consideration of Mr. and Mrs. Rowlatt who = entertain 
company with light refreshments before leaving. 

There were 30 members and visitors present. 

N. W. BRANCH MAY MEETING. 

Phe next meeting will be held in the John Rylands Library 
Manchester, on Tuesday, May 27th, at 7 p-m., when Mr. Guppy 
will speak to those present on The History of the i 


and will illustrate his remarks by the exhibition of some of the 
Bibles contained in the fine collection at the John Rylands Library. 

It is particularly requested that as many members as 
can possibly attend will do so. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATION. 


The next official examination, Section 2—Cataloguing, 
Classification and Shelf Arrangement only, will be held on Wed- 
nesday, May 2Ist. Names of candidates, accompanied by the 
fee of 10s. (which may be returned at the discretion of the Educa- 
tion Committee), must be sent to Mr. Henry D. Roberts, Hon. 
Sec. of the L.A. Education Committee, on or before May 14th. 
Further particulars will be forwarded on application to Mr. 
Roberts. Local centres will be arranged wherever necessary. 


EDITORIAL. 
THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION’S REVISED EXAMINATION SYLLABUS. 

It will be seen by the revised syllabus of the Library Associ- 
ation, which we were privileged to issue with our last number, 
that several changes in the modus operandi of holding examinations 
have been formulated. The class examinations, for which no 
certificate was granted, have been abolished. From the ambitious 
Assistant’s point of view this is a very proper step. Without a 
certificate or recognition in some tangible form, as proof of one’s 
ability and knowledge, these examinations were useless. Not 
that we advocate the passing of examinations merely for the sake 
of becoming the possessor of a piece ef parchment, but as a 
weapon to fight one’s way into the front rank of our profession, 
and as a guarantee that we are properly qualified and capable of 
filling these positions, and, in addition, as a protection against 
the non-professional, and generally non-efficient, applicant for 
public appointments, which should be by virtue of training and 
service the monopoly of the present-day Assistant. This is 
an age of degrees and certificates, and library authorities, like 
other authorities, rightly look for evidence of this kind as a 
guarantee of the professional ability of would-be public officers. 
It is to the L.A. that we have a right to look for these credentials, 
indeed, it is part of its duty under its Royal Charter to supply 
them, and to provide the necessary means for obtaining them. 

In past examinations the questions set have generally been 
of a nature beyond the province of the work of Assistants or 
Librarians of rate-supported libraries, and in) many instances 
excessively theoretical and often pedantic and useless. It will 
be interesting to Judge by the questions set at the examination 
to be held this month whether the Council has thoroughly realised 
that the controversy which has for a number of years raged in 
connection with this matter was born of, and stimulated by, a 
real grievance on the part of Library Assistants, and we trust 
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that the examiners will carry out to its fullest, the state nt 
contained in the syllabus that “ the special object of the ex: 
tion as a test of the practical competence of a candidate 3 ld 


in view by the examiners in setting the questions.” 


“In future it will be possivdie to lake the examination in five 
sections instead of three. This will considerably lesse: 


on the very limited time which Assistants have for the study of 


the important and extensive subjects which the examination 

embraces, and we would suggest that the rule which provides for 

section | to be taken in parts should also be applicable to 
I I 

sections ? mnd 8 Certifi yt front a i, \" — ple: 


note, be granted for each section. 


Another important point, and one which has ever b a 
casus belli between this Association and the L.A. is the question 
of the policy of the “ open door.” It will be seen that under the 
new scheme this grievance has been considerably minimized, the 


door is no longer wide open, tt has been put * upon tie « 


The new clause provides that “ all candidates for the professional 
examination must have been engaged in practical library rk 
during the three years previous to their attending any examina 
tion.” The effect of this, however, is somewhat marred by the 
next clause, which provides that ‘the Council, through the 
Education Committee, reserve to themselves the right to suspen 





this regulation at their discretion.” In spite of the last 
however, this is an important and graceful concession on the part 
of the Library Association Council. The Library Assist 


Association has worked hard to close the * open door,” and has 
received valuable assistance and support from prominent librar- 
ians from all parts of the country, but it is to the N.W. B 

of the Library Association that the greatest credit is due for ie 
final attainment of this most desirable reform. It will be remem- 
bered that some two or three years ago, by the influence of is 
progressive and practical body, a resolution was carried at an 
annual meeting against the admission of outsiders. It 
doubtedly owing to this important and praiseworil ction 
the part of the N.W. Branch that the Council has been forced to 
come to this compromise. All we can hope is that th hain 
which now holds the door ajar will become so rusty that any 
attempt to open it for the admission of the outsider will prov 
futile, and that the Council having embarked upon a policy of 
protection for its members, and the profession with which they 
are connected, will eventually be convinced of the necessity of 


carrying it to its full and logical conclusion. 
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WAR AND THE LIBRARY.—STRAY NOTES. 
By BeERTRAM L. Dyer, 
Librarian of Kimberley, S.A. 

A hasty glance through the publications of the Library Assistants’ 
Association makes an irresistible impression that there are few topics of 
interest to the Librarian of the future which have not already, in some 
form, been brought before one of the meetings in one or other of the seven 
successful sessions the doings of which your publications record. 

Librarians who are now honoured with invitations to address you may 
be pardoned some little envy of the almost limitless choice of subject which 
lay before the more fortunate contributors to the programmes of your earlier 
sessions 








‘* That rapturous time, 
When the feelings were young and the world was new, 
Like the fresh bowers of Eden unfolding to view.”’ 

From parochial to prison libraries, from first editions of Shakespeare, 
Milton, or Marryat, to penny literature, from smallest detail of charging 
system to high matters of professional education and status, from the origins 
of books down to the question of Fiction—from great to small, from grave 
to gay, and from important questions of principle to trifling items of detail, 
your varying addresses have passed in review, in one or other aspect, all 
librarianship. 

3ut stay—there is one subject that as yet appears to have been over 
looked, and it would seem as if, ‘like the angel Pity ’’ libraries shunned 
‘the walks of war,’ and that with the commencement of the ** pride, pomp 
and circumstance of glorious war”? the Librarian’s occupation was gone ! 

The large totals of the various war funds have evidenced that the angel 
Pity has not shunned the battle-fields of Britain Beyond the Seas, and the 
publication of a Cape Parliamentary Blue Book, containing the 1900 Library 
returns, together with the receipt of a smaller return issued by the Librarian 
of Durban, shows that in Cape Colony and in Natal the existence of an in 
vading force in portions of the Dominions of Her late Majesty did not give 
pause to the work of the Public Library, even amid the din of a battle, or 
during the rigours of a siege. 

Cut off, as some of these South African Libraries have been from all 
the world for periods of varying duration, by invading battalions, or by 
marauding bands of disaffected Colonists who have thrown in their lot with 
the Transy 





aalers, still the Libraries have struggled on—crippled a little 
by the inevitable circumstance of martial law —but yet doing the best 
within the circumstances to fulfil all the functions of a Library. 

Some few stray notes which have been set down at odd times may 
perhaps be of some little interest to you, as describing things abnormal 
in your present experience, and therefore having some little claim on 
your attention. : 

: 1as been written around 
questions South African since the eyes of the Empire have been focussed 


The endless stream of printed matter which 


on this part of the Dark Continent, makes one hesitate before adding 
more to the burden, lacking that chief qualification of complete ignorance 
of the subject which has been mainly that of most of the ephemeral writers, 
the speed of whose pens has only been equalled by the hastiness of 
whose conclusions as to the ultimate destinies of all Africa South of 
the Zambesi. 





There is a very general impression that there are no Public Libraries 
in South Africa, and that in these things the Old Country is far ahead 
of her Cape daughters. But South Africa has a Library System, which 
in many things can give points to the home system—more especially 









































98 


in the way it develops and fosters local effort in the smaller towns and 
the scattered villages. 

This system is however of very modern establishment, and even as 
there were Public Libraries in England before Mr. Ewart laid the 
foundations of that legislation which has so extended their benefits, there 
were Libraries in the Colony which have by legislation specially suited 
to Colonial requirement extended to all the more populous places of the 
Colony the benefits of a state-aided Library system. 

So far back as 1761, one, Joachim N. von Dessin bequeathed to the 


Consistory of the Dutch Reformed Church at Cape Town, ‘ta large and 
most valuable collection of books*’* to serve as the nucleus of a Publi 
Library, together with a very small annual sum for their upkeep. The 


number of volumes amounted to upwards of four thousand, in the Dutch, 
French, German, and Latin tongues, and the donation may be : lly 
compared with that bequeathed at about the same date, by John Dawson 
to the Vicar and Churchwardens of St. Leonard, Shoreditch. It ts inter 
esting to note that while Shoreditch is the only Municipal Public Libra 
in the County of London which can claim to have received the nucleus 
of her present Public Library in the eighteenth century, it was not until 
well into the last quarter of the nineteenth century that any steps were 
taken to properly house or extend that gift of a former century, while 
Cape Town ha 1 claimed its books from the Consistory, and housed them 
in a special building so far back as 1818! This was six yeat 
Corporation of the City of London took steps to found her Guildhall 
Library, and nearly half a century before the sister City of Westminster 
parted with her heritage of the Tenison Library to the musical sound of 
the auctioneer’s hammer! 





Twenty years after Cape Town had re-housed her Library, Swelle: 
dam established a Library to be followed by George in 1840, Graaf 
Reinet in 1847, Cradock in 1850, Colesber 
many another of which has been for; 
to 


sin 1852—links in a chain 


s 





d since the Legislature commenced 








ive grants in aid of Libraries. 
In 1851, Pietermaritzburg, in Natal, led the way in the sister Colony, 
by the foundation of the Natal Society, to be followed in 1853 by Durban, 
with its Mechanics’ Institute, reconstituted in 1873 as its Public Librar 

Which enjoys the distinction of being the only Public Library in South 
Africa to which all residents of a 





Town have access for borrowing privi 
leges, it being handsomely subsidised by the Municipality for this purpose. 


As curiously illustrative of the value and importance of t! 





Town Library in the first half of the nineteenth century, there is an 
interesting passage in **The Life and Times of Sir John Molteno oO 


‘*had come out to the Cape as assistant in the Cape Town Libra but 
whose occupation at the Lib ry gave him an opportuni ming 
acquainted with the country, and soon proved too narroy t ted 
an opening © for the man who was destined to become the 





ot Cape Colony. 
Writing about 1844 to his mother in England he says: 
‘I much wish you could obtain a proper account of the Cape 
prof 





perhaps you may be able to get the loan of some recent work, there 
a several. If you were so fortunate as we are at the Cape n 
having a Public Library of 30,000 volumes to resort to, you ruld 


experience no difficulty “in this respect.” 

Ex-Library-Assistant Volteno was instrumental in extending to tl 
whole of Cape Colony the benefits that he so highly appreciated, for in 
1874 provision was made in the Annual Estimates of the Colony for the 
encouragement of Public Libraries and Reading Rooms in all parts. 








Catalogues .,,, 


“Ve Mitre Press” 


(W. D. BAXTER, Manager), 


30 Fetter Cane, Fleet Street, €.C. 


Special attention given to the Printing of Catalogues. 

















—— 


General and other Printing executed for PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 





JOHN & EDWARD BUMPUS, 


Booksellers to H.M. the Queen and the Roval Family, “*®: 


350 Oxford Street, London, W. 
(And 5 and 6 Holborn Bars, E.C.) 





One of the largest and best selected stocks in the kingdom, displayed in Three Departments, viz 
1. NEW BOOKS (ground floor), All the standard and current literature 

2. LEATHER BOUND BOOKS (first floor). A very great variety. 
3.-SECOND-HAND BOOKS (second and third floors). Many thousands of volumes 


The supply of Public Libraries is specially catered for, the discount allowed off the prices 
of New Books being unequalled. (Terms on application.) 


Also a liberal discount is allowed from the marked prices of Second-hand Books 


Messrs. BUMPUS have the supply, in addition to others, of the following Free Libraries- 
West Ham, Hampstead, Shoreditch, Streatham, Hertford, 
Leyton, St. Bride’s, Cripplegate, Richmond. 








New Methods of Linenty Aiading. 
A TRIAL INVITED. 
Please send us a dozen of THE WORST BOOKS IN YOUR 
LIBRARY, ALTOGETHER UNFIT FOR REBINDING BY ANY OTHER 
METHOD. After being rebound put them into circulation, and judge 
the result. Real goat morocco backs of any colour required. 
Carriage paid each way. Prices no higher than ordinary. 


IF NOT APPROVED MONEY RETURNED. 


C.R. HEYNER& Co., 2%, “aonury Villas, 


Islington, London, N. 











. Library Bookbinding .. 


B. RILEY & CO., 


... Library Binders and Specialists, ... 


SuppLy To PuBtic LIBRARIES 


THE BEST VALUE OBTAINABLE IN LIBRARY BINDING. 











New Books and Re-placements supplied, bound direct from the 
Publishers’ Sheets, in Pigskin, Pegamoid, or Washable Cloth, 
334 per cent. allowed off Published price of New Books. 

Our flexible Pigskin Binding is in use in upwards of 100 Public 
Libraries in the Country. 

New Catalogue of Standard Fiction: Price Lists for Re-binding 
and samples to be had free on application to 


B. RILEY & CO., Bookbinders, 
Westgate, Huddersfield. 





TO LET 


Applications to be made to the Editor. 


Che Rorth of England 


School Furnishing Co., Ltd. 


te... DARLINGTON. 











Manufacturers of Library Fittings, etc. 








Reading Stands, Bookcases, 
Reading Tables Library Chairs, 
etc. etc. 

















Libraries supplied recently. 
LONDON: Buckingham Palace Road, Brixton, 
Lower Marsh, Streatham, Whitechapel, Wool- 
wich, etc., also Beaney Institute, Canterbury, 

and Hull Public Library, etc. 











Our long experience in this line enables us to guarantee 


satisfaction. 


ESTIMATES FREE. 


DISCOUNT BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS 


Addresses Telegrams “ SCHOLASTI(¢ 


DARLINGTON, NEWCASTLE, SUNDERLAND, 
MIDDLESBROUGH, NORWICH. 


Catalogues on application. Enquiries Solicited. 





APPOINTMENTS VACANT. 

Notice to Library Authorities.—JVe shall be pleas 
publish under this heading, free of charge, particulars of vacancies if 
full details are sent to the Editor on or before the 28th of each month. 

EAST HAM PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
A Junior Assistant is required at the above. 


Age between 16 and 18. 
Commencing salary 15/- per week. 


Applications, with three recent testi 
monials to be sent to ‘* THE CHAIRMAN, Libraries’ Committee, Public 
Offices, Wakefield Street, East Ham,” not later than 12 noon on Thursd: 
May 8th next. Further particulars from the Librarian. 


Y’. 


CITY OF WESTMINSTER PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
A Junior Assistant required, age about 15 to 17. 
2s. per week. Apply Librarian, Public 


Commencing 
Yoad, S.W. 


Library, Buckingham 





ated 


99 
Says his filial biographer :—** This has been a most successful measure, 
and under it, Libraries of a very valuable character have come into 
existence in every important town in the Colony.’’ But it is yet more 


remarkable that a village which one might be justified in calling petty, 
and which in England would certainly not have a Library unless it had a 
Verney living adjacent to it, out here has a Library, and receives govern- 
mental aid for such Library. 

The main principle of the South African System of Libraries, is that 
no voluntary or compulsory rate is levied for Library purposes, and that 
the residents of a Town are not mulcted alike, whether they be users 
of the Library or not. The actual users of the Libraries pay into the 
funds of the local Library, subscriptions which are graduated in most 
places according to the number of books required to be borrowed at one 
and ihe same time, or according to the number of persons in the household 
who use the Library rooms. Then, in most cases, for every pound of 
Annual Subscription the government adds another pound -but this pound 
for pound grant may not exceed £100 per annum. In the case of large 
Towns, each Library is considered on its merits, and a fixed grant is 
made in aid of general revenue, while special grants may be made in 
aid of Building Funds, Reference Libraries, etc. 

In addition, the Acts constituting the various larger Municipalities 
contain a provision that the Corporations may, out of general funds, 
vote sums in aid of Schools, Hospitals, and Libraries. 

The main income is, however, derived locally from subscriptions, 
and the subscribers elect from themselves the Committee of Management, 
and directly control the Libraries. 

For the purpose of fixing the individual grants, Annual Returns have to 
be made after the Library Accounts have been duly audited, which Returns 
must be signed by the auditors, and by the Civil Commissioner of the 
district, and from these Returns annual statements are compiled which 
are issued as Parliamentary Blue Books. 





Nine Libraries receive special grants. Grahamstown, Cape Town, 
Cradock, East London, Graaf-Reinet, Kimberley, King Williamstown, 
Port Elizabeth, and Queenstown. No less than 98 other Libraries received 
pound for pound grants in 1900, while of four others no details were to 
hand. It is true that only six new names this year appear on the list, 











While seventeen names have dropped out as compared with 1899, but in 
the especial circumstances, it would not have been surprising if there had 
been an even 





eater decrease. Libraries deriving their main income 
from so fiuctuating a source as voluntary subscriptions would naturally 
be supposed to shew by their financial returns the effects of an incursion 
of an enemy, or a general disturbance of the community they were sup 
ported by. But the names that have dropped out of the list are those 
of small and unimportant places—villages you would almost call them. 
For instance, Mafeking has dropped out, 








ut Mafeking only started its 
Library in 1898, and no details appear in the 1899 return, so that the 
beginning can hardly be said to have been made. Vryburg and Griqua 
town too have gone from the Return, but the latter of these had only 
2000 volumes,collected only £10 in subscriptions, and hada total income of £60, 

Com;a‘ing the Returns for 1897 with those for 1900, there appears 





a general increase in the sums of money raised locally for the Libraries, 
and though there are fluctuations such as always must occur, the influence 
on the Libraries generally, of the disturbed state of affairs has not been 
of anything like so serious a nature as one would have imagined. Cape 
Colony has kept her Libraries intact, but Dundee, in Natal, was ‘* Looted 


by the Boevs ™ and is at present closed. 
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Of the part that individual Libraries have played in the war, it were 
almost impossible to attempt a record. Cape Town, Port I 
East London, in the Colony, and Durban and Pietermaritzburg in Natal, 





izabeth, and 


have temporarily gained additional subscribers from the residents of the 


new Colonies that have perforce been away from their permanent homes 
Here too, this cause has affected our work. 

All the Libraries of the Colo: have done the very best that they could to 
make welcome Tommy Atkins and his Officer, and one of the pleasin; I 


which work in a South African Library affor is the rush that Tommy, 








just in from march ‘on column,’ dusty, weary, and soiled, — makes 11 
the reading-room, for the files of his beloved paper, be it English S 
Irish, Australian or Canadian. Then. too, the evident pleasure of being 
able to write a letter home with clean ink, clean pen, and clean paper, 
at a decently steady table, instead of on the least windy side of a st 
storm swept Kopje —or amid the discomforts of a tent through whose canvas 


is beating the penetrating tropical rain of South Aft 


ca. 
\ cynical officer recently observed that it were useless for the enemy 
to attempt to enter the block-houses on account of the huge bar les 


which Thomas Atkins could shelter himself behind, composed of the 


literature which well-meaning persons showered on the guardians of these 


‘guarders of Communication ’’—but there never has been any slacking 
in the demand for reading matter of all kinds, for block-houses. hospital 
and camps—and a failure to supply it brings early reminder. 

Ministering to the wants of the soldier is a pleasant duty, but the 
military authorities do not always display equal pleasure in ministe o 
to the wants of the Library, and more especially in the inland towns 
where permits are necessary before goods from the coast may be fo 
warded. Library books, may, strictly speaking, not be necessaries of 


lite, but judying from the use both officers and soldiers make of them 


it is vexatious to have to wait weeks or months while the 











4 4 1 AS 
selected box of books from London lies at the port of entr ting 
permit. 

The censorship of the Military Censor is a thing rather to be suff 1 
under with patience than with gladness. The vexatious delay ith 
regard to foreign papers, of such standing as the ‘* Revue dé 1) 
Mondes ** are inexcusable. as also the complete stoppage of purely s t 
papers from America, —such as ** Cassier’s Magazine,’ and the S t 
American to say nothing of ** Public | aries.”” 

Until recently there was an order enforced, that all Sout African 
newspapers should be delayed three weeks from date of posting, | se 
it had been discovered that communications of a supposed treasonabl 
nature had been sent in newspapers to avoid the probable opening of 
letters by the Censor. The delay of three weeks meant practica that 
the South African newspapers were delivered after the newspa; > of 
even date that were published in England had come to hand—-and a morse 
vexatious regulation was never promulgated for so weak a reason —for it 
must be manifest that newspapers addressed by a publishing office to a 
public institution could not be used for treasonable communications 


Certain newspapers organised a parcel delivery through the Cape Govern 
ment Railway for such towns as had sufficient subscribers resident in them 


but for many papers and places this was impossible. Fortuna 


regulation has now been rescinded 
Of forbidden books and newspapers —things placed on the m 
index expurgatorius —it were perhaps unwise to attempt a list just at 


ywesent, but in years hence these things will form matter for wonderment 
ban 


In closing these disjointed and stray notes, it were well t 
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all of you who are interested in the development of South African Libraries 











that in 1897 our very good friend, Mr. MacAlister published in’ the 
* Library,’ a most interesting article trom the pen of the Hon. M 

Justice Laurence, Judge President of the High Court of Griqualand, and 
for nearly a score of years chairman of this Library This article, with an 


intere 





address on this Library have been reprinted in a volume of 


IS99, and both a 


** Collectanea,”” published by Macmillan i e well worthy 


the attention of all those interested in the Library movement in South 


Atrica. 


Now ts neither the moment nor the opportunity for other than this 





and disjointed paper, but at a future date some more experienced 





in of this continent may be able to lay before you a 4 


propet VIC 
of all the South African Libraries, from the ** shank end to **the Empi 


up North,” frem t! Geiinda teriiorics to the Portuguese, hence all 
the knowledge that is mine, is the brief word ‘* discontinued *’ on a re 
turned letter asking for information as to the Library of Lourenco Marques 
but until such date, the information contained in the very useful table 


which Mr. Miller, of Bulawayo contributed to Volume I. of your journal 
requires little supplement. } 

If it does nothing else, this table may serve to prove that the Public 
Libraries of South Africa are trying, even in war time, their best to live 
up to the words of that othe: South African Ex-Library-Assistant--Thom: 
Pringle—the as yet greatest poet of South Africa ; 


or in this wilderness there is work to do 


* Something for Africa to do or say, 
If but one mite of E 





rope’s debt to pay 


STUDY CIRCLE. 


REPORT ON APRIL WORK: 























LITERARY H The best answers in this section were sent by ** Ba 
>) \ ber” | vor), ** Bala.” however, omit mention ot 
several ve tant historians of the period. * Saturn mnfuses the 
two Froudes, and the answer by * Dust is vet d ine 

Poohbah ** runs ** Libet very close for top mark 

LIBRARY PRACTICE. Pine best answers are those trom S 
and ** Poohbah * j . The standard of the pay + sent 
i ) MOM? ASSISt live been rather given to « 

\ ch the ea Ist d to, treating all othe somewhat i tf 
READINGS FOR May. 

Ss S tsh Ith Century Literature I\ 

Vic ' Litecrat e, ch. IN 
\l ev Victe » Literature Last | | 
) rio oO RIL READIN res H , 

. —Cive ( f the life dw S ey S 
j Stit¢ hat o no of t 
Sa e | lon 

# Practice S What method of ope t t t |}? 
FElement Schools do you con i ! 

hut books muld you 

t est information 0 
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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 

Battersea.—A Juvenile Reading Room has been opened 
in the Mantua Street Board School. 

Bermondsey. Oprenxixc oF A New Brancu.—On April 7th 
a Branch Library for the St. Olave’s District was opened to the 
public by Mr. Henry Vezey, the Vice-Chairman of the Libraries’ 
Committee, in the absence through illness of the Mayor. 

The Library is at present located in a portion of the St. 
Olave Institute. Only the Reading Rooms are available at 
present, but the Lending Department, which will start with 8,000 
volumes, will be opened shortly. 

Greenwich. —At the last meeting of the Council, the Acts 
were adopted for the whole of this Borough, and will come into 
operation immediately. The Mayor stated that tt was only 
proposed to levy a 4d. rate at present, realising £500 per annum. 
This sum, he believed, would be sufficient to start with. It is 


proposed to rent a house for £100 per annum, and the _ re- 
mainder of the £500 is for salaries and general maintenance ! 

The first Library is to be at East Greenwich, and branches 
are to be opened at West Greenwich, Charlton, and St. Nicholas, 
Deptford. Fortunately for Greenwich, the Council realises the 
necessity for the early appointment of a Librarian, which will 
be one step towards the abandonment of the idea of being able 
to maintain even a medium-sized Library on the ridiculously 
inadequate sum mentioned. 

iford.— The Council has decided to put the P. L. Acts, 
which were adopted in 1892, into operation. A penny rate will 
amount to between £500 and £600. 

‘¢ Liberty Review.’’—We cull the following from the L 
Review for April: 


“WovUuLD NOT BE BRIBED TO STEAI Mr. Carnegie offered to Loan 
head £12,000 towards a public library if the ratepayers would adopt the 
book-stealing Acts. The ratepayers preferred to remain honest and ised 


to adopt the Acts.” 

Can any of our Readers tell us what are the “ book-stealing 
Acts,” and why they are so called !! The Liberty R 
evidently has views of its own onthe question of Publi 
Libraries. 

‘Library World.’’——In the April number of this Journal we 
are informed that: 

“In order to commemorate his tenure of office as Mayor of 
Eastbourne the Duke of Devonshire has presented to the 
Borough a site near the station for a technical institution and 
Public Library.” 

This information was published in the issue of the Libra 
Assistant of August, 1898!!!) Our contemporary contains, 
amongst other interesting information, an excellent and practical 
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article on News Room Arrangement, by Mr. Burt, Sub-Librarian 
of the Fulham Public Libraries. 

Southend.—The Coronation Committee has under consid- 
eration the adoption of the P. L. Acts for the celebration of the 
King’s accession. 

Steeple Claydon.—Lady Verney recently laid the founda- 
tion stone of a new Public Library and Village Hall, which is 
being erected at a cost of £1,500 at the expense of Sir Edmund 
Verney, Bart. 


BOOKS, &c., RECEIVED. 
BiskhopsGcAtE Institcre (Chas. Wm. F. Goss, Librarian). 
Report for the year ended March 25th, 1902, 

This Report records the classification of the Library on the Dewey 
Decimal System and the much advertised change which has taken place in 
connection with the method of issue. An excellent programme of concerts 
and lectures has been carried out during the year. The report also 


contains a uscful list of the large collection of Directories contained in the 


a n 
Libra 





Epwarbd Epwarps: the Chief Pioneer of Municipal Public 
Libraries” by Thomas Greenwood. xii. 246 pages, gilt top. 


Scott, Greenwood & Co. °? 6 nett. 
KIMBERLEY PuBiic Library (Bertram L. Dyer, Librarian). 

Nineteenth Annual Report, 1901. 
The unsettled circumstances alluded to in the last two Reports have 


unhappily, not being w 





it influence on the year’s work, but neverthe 
less the report shows an all-round improy 





rent on the two preceding years 
and nearly equals 1898, the best year in the recent history of the Library. 
We are pleased to see that the Committee think that any photographs or 
printed matter bearing on local affairs should be preserved in the Library, 


and have started a local collection. 


Liprary Assistants’ Association (NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH). 
(W. Quarmby, Hon. See.) Third Annual Report to December, 
1901. 

This Report shows a steady increase in the membership and in the 
usefulness of the Association. Unfortunately, as with all small Associations 
the state of the exchequer holds back any new projects, the Committec 


remarks that ** the income will have to be supplemented, from other sources 





1. 





than subscriptions if further progress ts to be recorde 

PassMorRE Epwarps Pustiic Liprary (SourHWARK), (Thomas 
Aldred, Librarian), Supplementary Catalogue, 1—48 + 1—vii 
double columns, Svo. 





sis a carefully compiled piece of work arranged on the ** Cutte: 
classification, the first catalogue on this system in England. A departure 


has been made from the usual course adoptes public library catalogues 








viz: that no call numbers are given to the books. The borrower simply 


asking for the book required by its short title, «.g.—Hedin’s, ** Through 
Asia,’’? and we are given to understand that the assistants have no difficulty 
in finding what is wanted as the whole library is closely classified on the 
shelves. A repetition of the main divisions at the top of each page, would 
we think, have proved a useful addition. 








104 


OBITUARY. 

The news of the death of Mr. Sydney G. Mattocks has come 
as a shock to all who knew him, and especially to those who 
enjoyed the privilege of his society in the family circle of Mr. 
and Mrs. Dyer, both of whom were deeply attached to him. His 
pleasant and genial disposition endeared him to all with whom 
he came in contact, to which he added a keen and intellectual 
interest in his profession. He was successful in several of the 
Library Association examinations, and in 1898 was awarded a 
“Greenwood” prize offered through the Library Assistants’ 
Association for an essay entitled My Professional Studies. 

He received his early training in the Kensington Public 
Libraries, and was afterwards appointed to a more important 
post in the Hampstead Libraries. Early in the present year he 
left England to take up the appointment of Assistant Librarian at 
the Kimberley Public Library under his old colleague, Mr. Bertram 
L. Dyer. Within three weeks from his arrival at Kimberley he 
developed typhoid fever, contracted during his journey ‘ up 
country,” from which he succumbed on March 10th. 

He was born at Rainham, Kent, in 1882, and was thus only 
in his 20th year.—** His mind was perfect and his purpose true.” 

At the last meeting of the L.A.A. Committee a vote of con- 
dolence was unanimously passed, and copies of the same directed 
to be sent to Mr. and Mrs. Mattocks and Mr. and Mrs. Dyer. 


APPOINTMENTS AND CHANGES. 

Brown, J. Witsox. Senior Assistant, Cardiff Public Library, 
and late of the Kendal and Shoreditch Public Libraries to be 
Assistant Librarian, Kimberley Public Library, South Africa. 
Mr. Brown held the office of Hon. Sec. of the L.A.A. previous to 
his appointment to Cardiff. 


NEW MEMBER. 
Junior.—Smith, Aloysius (Salford). 


NOTICES. 
All matter for the June number should reach the How. 
Editor on or before 20th May. 
All other communications should be addressed to the Hon. 
Secretary, (pro. tem.), Mr. J. Rapcuirre, Public Library, East 


Ham, E. 








Bee ate ae 


oe 





NEW TECHNICAL WORKS. 


A Treatise on the Art of Glass Painting. Prefaced with a 
Review of Ancient Glass by E. R. Surriinc, demy 8vo, 140 pp, 
1 colored plate and 37 illustrations. 7/6 net. 


Manual of Agricultural Chemistry, by H. Ixote, demy 8vo, 
7/6 net. 


Recipes for the Colour, Paint, Varnish, Oil, Soap, and Dry- 
saltery Trades, demy 8vo, 350 pp, 7/6 net. 


Chemical Technology of Textile Fibres. Their Origin, Structure, 
Preparation, Washing, Bleaching, Dyeing, Printing, and 
Dressing, by Dr. G. von Georoig-vics, royal 8vo, 320 pp, 
10/6 net. 


Cotton Combing Machines, by T. THorniey, demy 8vo, 300 pp, 
117 illus. 7/6 net. 


—_————eeeeeeeeeeoesSOees Ss 


RECENT TECHNICAL WORKS. 


Japanning and Enamelling for Cycles, Bedsteads, 2s. 
Cotton Spinning (First Year) for Students, 3s. 
Cotton Spinning (Second Year), 5s. 
Cotton Spinning (Honours), 5s. 
Ra-issue of Art of Dyeing Wool, Silk, ‘anid Cotton, 5s. 
Textile Raw Materials and their Conversion into Yarns, 10s. 6d. 
Treatise on the Ceramic Industries, 21s. 

Chemistry of Pigments, 10s. 6d. 

Re-Issue of Chemical Essays of C. W. Scheele, 5s. 
Colour Matching on Textiles, 7s. 6d. 

The Prevention of Smoke, 7s. 6d. 

Analysis of Resins, 7s. 6d. 

Workshop Wrinkles for Decorators, etc., 2s. 6d. 
Dyeing of Cotton Fabrics, 7s. 6d. 

Manufacture of Paint, 7s. 6d. 

Technology of Petroleum, 21s. 

Practical X Ray Work, 10s. 6d. 

Drying by means of Air and Steam, 5s. 





36 page Catalogue on application. 





SCOTT, GREENWOOD & Go., Publishers, 
19 Lbudgate Hill, bondon, E.G. 








SPECIAL—TO LIBRARIANS. 


Books Supplied and Bound from the Quire, in 
flexible Pigskin, Morocco, or a Sanitary Washable 
Cloth specially manufactured for us. 

















GUARANTEE: 
We guarantee that our Binding will outlast the Book. 
BOOKS RE-BOUND. READERS’ TICKETS 

IN LEATHER OR CLOTH. 





Solid Leather Reading Covers, made in one piece, without 
Lining or Stitches; practically indestructible. 





AN INEXPENSIVE READING COVER IN OUR 





SANITARY WASHABLE CLOTH. 
p One of the many Testimonials received by us: 


‘CHELSEA PuBLic LIBRARIES,” 
December 3rd, 1896. 

Messrs. Banting & Son have been the bookbinders to these Libraries 
from the commencement, in 1888, and have given every satisfaction. 

Their work is lasting, reasonable in price, and carefully carried out. 

The fact that they are binders under contract to a large number 
of Public Libraries is sufficient proof that in this particular line they 
are difficult to beat. 

J. HENRY QUINN, 


Chief Librarian and Clerk to the Comiuiissioner 


PARTICULARS, PRICES, AND SAMPLES ON APPLICATION. 


J. BANTING & SON 


Bookbinders and Booksellers, 
KING’S ROAD, CHELSEA, LONDON. 
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